
California Department of 
Public Health (CDPH) 

Infection Prevention Webinar

Wednesday, March 16, 2022



Upcoming Calls

• CDPH Tuesday, 8 a.m., All-Facilities Phone Calls:
– Call in: 1.844.721.7239
– Access code: 799 3227

• CDPH Wednesday, 3 p.m., SNF Infection Prevention (IP) Webinars:
– Register at: hsag.com/cdph-ip-webinars
– Recordings, notes, and slides are posted at registration site
– Trouble logging in: check link and date at registration site

• CDPH Thursday, 12 noon, SNF IP Phone Calls:
– Thursday calls cancelled at the end of March
– Last Thursday call is March 31
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Weekly Call Changes Starting in April

• Register NOW for 
April–June 
Wednesday Webinars
hsag.com/cdph-ip-webinars

• Cancelled: Thursday, 
12 noon, SNF IP Phone Calls

• Cancelled: April 6, 2022, 
Wednesday Webinar
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Agenda

• CDPH Updates

• Testing Task Force Updates

• Immunization Branch Updates
- California COVID-19 Vaccination Program: myCAvax

• Healthcare-Associated Infection (HAI) Updates

• Q&A
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CDPH Updates
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HAI Updates
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https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/HAI/CDPH%20Document%20Library/AppendixC_Gui
danceForPOC_DiagnosticTestingForInfluenzaAndCOVID19_2021_2022.pdf

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/HAI/CDPH%20Document%20Library/AppendixC_GuidanceForPOC_DiagnosticTestingForInfluenzaAndCOVID19_2021_2022.pdf


Collection of Specimens for POC Flu Testing

oWhen: 24-72 hours after symptom onset is optimal
oWhat: A nasal specimen
o How: Follow directions that accompany the rapid 

influenza testing kit; use the swab included

8Biosign Flu A+B Demo Video https://vimeo.com/303785196

https://vimeo.com/303785196


CDPH Rapid Influenza Diagnostic Test (RIDT) 
Distribution for Use in SNFs and other LTCFs
• RIDT BioSign Flu A+B Antigen Tests will be distributed to LHDs (for 

training and education purposes) and to LTCFs (for use in residents) 
via the MHOACs

• RIDTs are authorized by the FDA as point of care (POC) tests under 
Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendment (CLIA) certificates

• Multiple CLIA-Waived tests can be performed under the same 
Certificate of Waiver (obtained, in most instances, for COVID-19 
testing) without additional CMS or CDPH notification

• CLIA waivers can be applied for through CDPH’s Lab Field Service 
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OSPHLD/LFS/pages/home.aspx
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Key Messages: Diagnostic Testing for Influenza 
and COVID-19 in SNF Residents with Symptoms

Test any resident with symptoms of COVID-19 or influenza for 
both viruses to inform infection control practices and treatment
• POC tests done on two nasal swabs for both SARS-CoV-2 rapid antigen and 

RIDT tests are preferred for the timeliest diagnosis possible 
• Repeat positive RIDT with a molecular test for flu.  

– Why? Flu season is not yet well defined in California and for the early 
investigation of potential flu outbreaks in SNFs, therefore there is a 
need for the information obtained from typing the influenza virus

• Confirm with RT-PCR a negative rapid antigen test for SARS-CoV-2 in a 
symptomatic individual.

• A positive test for either influenza or SARS-CoV-2 does not exclude the  
possibility of a co-infection.

• Use a broad respiratory virus panel (RVP) to test for other respiratory  
viruses (i.e., RSV, adenovirus, parainfluenza, human metapneumovirus) if 
influenza and SARS-CoV-2 tests are negative and an outbreak of 
respiratory illness is suspected. 
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Questions?
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Q: How long do we need to keep COVID-19 
test records for employees?
A: View Title 8: §3204. Access to Employee Exposure and Medical 
Records—Preservation of Records
https://www.dir.ca.gov/title8/3204.html

… Each employer shall assure the preservation and retention of 
records as follows:

(A) Employee Medical Records. The medical record for each 
employee shall be preserved and maintained for at least the 
duration of employment plus 30 years….
(B) Employee Exposure Records. Each employee exposure record 
shall be preserved and maintained for at least 30 years….
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CMS Disclaimer

This material was prepared by Health Services Advisory Group (HSAG), a Quality Innovation Network-Quality 
Improvement Organization (QIN-QIO) under contract with the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), an 

agency of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). Views expressed in this material do not necessarily 
reflect the official views or policy of CMS or HHS, and any reference to a specific product or entity herein does not 

constitute endorsement of that product or entity by CMS or HHS. Publication No. CA-12SOW-XC-03162022-02
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