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Booster doses improve protection against 
COVID-19
• COVID-19 vaccines continue to provide protection against severe 

illness, hospitalization, and death. However, certain populations, 
especially people 65 years and older, are seeing decreased vaccine 
effectiveness over time. 

• Booster doses of vaccines are very common in many childhood and 
adult vaccine series. Booster doses help maintain optimal immunity.

• Booster doses of COVID-19 vaccine improve protection against 
getting infected with COVID-19, including against delta and omicron.
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www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/COVID-19-Vaccine-Boosters.aspx

http://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/COVID-19-Vaccine-Boosters.aspx


3www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/downloads/slides-2021-12-16/06-COVID-Scobie-508.pdf

http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/downloads/slides-2021-12-16/06-COVID-Scobie-508.pdf


Boosters are protecting SNF residents
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• Unvaccinated have 
highest COVID-19 
case rate

• Fully vaccinated 
and boosted have a 
10-fold decreased 
risk of COVID-19

www.cdc.gov/nhsn/covid19/ltc-vaccination-dashboard.html

http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/covid19/ltc-vaccination-dashboard.html
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SNF resident rates
• 89% of CA SNF residents completed primary vaccination!
• However, 54% of residents so far have received an additional primary or booster dose

www.cdc.gov/nhsn/covid19/ltc-vaccination-dashboard.html
https://covid19.ca.gov/vaccination-progress-data/

http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/covid19/ltc-vaccination-dashboard.html
https://covid19.ca.gov/vaccination-progress-data/
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Staff booster rates much lower
• 96% of CA SNF staff completed primary vaccination!
• Only 29% of staff have received an additional primary or booster dose

www.cdc.gov/nhsn/covid19/ltc-vaccination-dashboard.html

http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/covid19/ltc-vaccination-dashboard.html


Boosters recommended for all 16+
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Pfizer- BioNTech

>16 years

5 months* after primary 
series

Moderna

>18 years 

6 months after primary 
series; 

booster is half-dose 
(50 micrograms 0.25 ml)

Johnson & Johnson

>18 years 

2 months after primary 
series

• *FDA shortened the booster interval to 5 months after completion of the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 
vaccine primary series for people 12 years and older to provide better protection sooner for 
individuals against the highly transmissible Omicron variant

• CDC now recommends the 5-month interval for boosters for Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine



Vaccine updates for pediatric population

• Children 5-11 years old: Additional primary dose for 
immunocompromised

• FDA expanded Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine EUA and CDC 
updated clinical guidance to include an additional primary dose 
for immunocompromised children 5-to-11 years.

• Children 12-15 years old: Booster dose
• FDA expanded Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine EUA to include 

booster doses for adolescents 12-to-15 years of age.
• Final clinical guidance is expected on 1/5/22 from CDC ACIP and Western 

States Scientific Safety Review Workgroup.
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LTC Vaccine Resources
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• Frequently Asked Questions 
about COVID-19 Vaccination in 
Long-Term Care Facilities (CDC)

• COVID-19 Information for LTC 
Residents and Family Members 
(CDC)

• Myths and Facts about the 
COVID-19 Vaccine (CDC)

• Everyone in Long-term Care 
Needs Protection Against COVID-
19 and Influenza poster

www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/vaccines/booster-shot.html

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/toolkits/long-term-care/faqs.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/facts.html
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/IMM-1413.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/booster-shot.html


Vaccine Eligibility Guide
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https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/IMM-1396.pdf

https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/IMM-1396.pdf


COVID-19 Vaccine Product Guide
• Updated to include information 

on Pfizer Tris-sucrose Formulation: 
Comirnaty, gray cap

• Replacing purple cap for ages 12+
• Does not require diluent

11

https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/IMM-1399.pdf

https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/IMM-1399.pdf
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