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Additional Primary Dose Recommended for 
Immunocompromised Children 5-11 Years Old

• FDA expanded the Pfizer-BioNTech EUA to allow for a third 
primary series dose for certain immunocompromised children 
5-to-11-years-old.

• CDC and Western States Safety Review Workgroup recommend 
an additional primary dose for immunocompromised children 5-
to-11-years-old.
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• FDA Press Release 1/3/22
• Western States Safety Review Workgroup Statement 1/6/22

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-takes-multiple-actions-expand-use-pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2022/01/06/western-states-scientific-safety-review-workgroup-expands-use-of-pfizer-biontech-booster-dose-for-12-to-15-year-olds/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2022/01/06/western-states-scientific-safety-review-workgroup-expands-use-of-pfizer-biontech-booster-dose-for-12-to-15-year-olds/


Boosters Recommended for 12+ years old and 
5 months after primary mRNA series
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Pfizer- BioNTech

>12 years

5 months after primary 
series

Moderna

>18 years 

5 months after primary 
series; 

booster is half-dose 
(50 micrograms 0.25 ml)

Johnson & Johnson

>18 years 

2 months after primary 
series

• FDA expanded EUA for the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine to include booster doses for adolescents 
12-to-15-years-old.

• mRNA booster interval shortened to 5 months in order to provide better protection sooner for 
individuals against the highly transmissible Omicron variant.

• FDA Press Release 1/3/22, FDA Press Release 1/7/22
• CDC Statement 1/4/22, CDC Press Release 1/5/22

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-takes-multiple-actions-expand-use-pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-shortens-interval-booster-dose-moderna-covid-19-vaccine-five-months
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2022/s0104-Pfizer-Booster.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2022/s0105-Booster-Shot.html


Reminder: mRNA Vaccines Preferred Over 
Janssen (Johnson & Johnson)

• mRNA vaccines are preferentially recommended over the Janssen 
(Johnson & Johnson) COVID-19 vaccine.

• However, Janssen COVID-19 vaccine may be offered in some situations.
• When there is a contraindication to mRNA COVID-19 vaccines (e.g., severe allergic reaction after a 

previous dose or to a component of an mRNA COVID-19 vaccine) 
• When a person would otherwise remain unvaccinated due to limited access to mRNA COVID-19 vaccines 
• When a person wants to receive the Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine despite the safety concerns identified

• As part of a pre-vaccination discussion with a vaccination provider, all 
people who elect to receive a Janssen COVID-19 vaccine booster should 
be informed about the risk and symptoms of thrombosis with 
thrombocytopenia syndrome (TTS), and the need to seek immediate 
medical care should TTS symptoms develop.

4CDC COVID-19 Vaccine Clinical Guidance

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html#Contraindications%E2%80%8B
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www.cdc.gov/nhsn/covid19/ltc-vaccination-dashboard.html

http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/covid19/ltc-vaccination-dashboard.html


SNF resident booster coverage 56%
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Staff booster coverage only 34%
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Why get a booster now?
• Omicron cases are rising exponentially.
• After the initial COVID-19 vaccine series, protection against infection 

decreases over time. A booster helps keep up protection against the 
Omicron variant. 

• Boosters help prevent infections and serious illness, hospitalization, and 
death.

• Boosters are safe. Side effects are similar to those after the initial COVID-
19 vaccine series. 

• Staff vaccinations protects nursing home residents and staff! 
www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMc2115674
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http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMc2115674


CDPH Toolkit for LTCF Vaccination 
Resources
• LTC Pharmacy and Retail Pharmacy contact information

• Appendix A: Flow chart to walk through vaccination resources
• Appendix B: LTC pharmacies listed by county

• Information on how to enroll your facility as a Vaccine Provider
• Local, State, and Federal Resources

• If your facility still needs vaccination access assistance, 
• Call CDPH COVID Provider Call Center (833) 502-1245
• Or fill out LTCF Vaccine Access Assistance Request Form

9https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/LTCF_Toolkit_10.01.21.pdf

https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/LTCF_Toolkit_10.01.21.pdf
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=URsxH9n2U0GbrFXg75ZBuHfjOGgpBctBrXVE2pT8mA5UQTUxWldJRDRKWUlDUEFZQlE3WEpCTENQOS4u&wdLOR=c7A3E8F1D-052D-4CFA-B57F-C0DF4EFBA2E3
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/LTCF_Toolkit_10.01.21.pdf


Vaccine Resources
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• Frequently Asked Questions about COVID-19 Vaccination in Long-
Term Care Facilities (CDC)

• COVID-19 Information for LTC Residents and Family Members (CDC)
• COVID-19 Vaccine Booster Shots (CDC)
• Myths and Facts about the COVID-19 Vaccine (CDC)
• HHS COVID-19 Public Education Campaign (HHS)

• Everyone in Long-term Care Needs Protection Against COVID-19 and 
Influenza poster (CDPH)

• Protect your Staff and Residents with COVID-19 Boosters flyer (HHS)

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/toolkits/long-term-care/faqs.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations/LTCF-residents.html
http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/booster-shot.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/facts.html
https://wecandothis.hhs.gov/
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/IMM-1413.pdf
https://wecandothis.hhs.gov/resource/protect-your-staff-and-residents-with-covid-19-boosters
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