
California Department of 
Public Health (CDPH) 

Infection Prevention Webinar

Wednesday, January 25, 2023



Upcoming Calls

• CDPH Tuesday, 8 a.m., All-Facilities Phone Calls
– 1st & 3rd Tuesdays of every month
– Call in: 1.844.721.7239
– Access code: 799 3227

• CDPH Wednesday, 3 p.m., SNF Infection Prevention (IP) Webinars
– 2nd & 4th Wednesdays of every month
– Register at: hsag.com/cdph-ip-webinars
– Recordings, notes, and slides are posted at registration site

• HSAG Tuesday, 11:30 a.m., National Healthcare Safety Network 
(NHSN) Updates & Office Hours:
- https://bit.ly/NHSNofficehours2023JanFebMarch

2 SNF = skilled nursing facility



Agenda

• 2023 Educational Opportunities

• Testing Task Force Updates

• Immunization Branch Updates

• Vaccine Storage and Handling

• National Healthcare Safety Network (NHSN) Updates

• COVID-19 Therapeutic Treatment Options

• Q&A
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Updated: Wednesday Webinar FAQ Document

4 www.hsag.com/cdph-ip-webinars



Wednesday Webinar FAQ Document (cont.)
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To view the updated 
document, you may need to 
clear your cache to force your 
browser to download a 
"fresh" version of the 
website. 
• Click the refresh button 
• Press Ctrl + F5 simultaneously
• Press Ctrl + Shift + Delete 

simultaneously

www.hsag.com/cdph-ip-webinars



Upcoming Educational 
Opportunities
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Enhanced Standard Precautions (ESP) Trainings
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• Audience: SNF IPs, DSDs, NHA, DON, DSD & LHDs
• Register https://reg.learningstream.com/reg/event_page.aspx?ek=0076-0013-

C63482BD59824A6AAFA312901547840C

• Review how ESP can prevent MDRO transmission in SNFs 
• Describe the 6 moments of ESP 
• Discuss steps to implement ESP in SNFs 
• Describe how to use the ESP Toolkit

To look up your region, visit: 
www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/HAI/Pages/HAI_LiaisonIP.aspx

https://reg.learningstream.com/reg/event_page.aspx?ek=0076-0013-C63482BD59824A6AAFA312901547840C
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/HAI/Pages/HAI_LiaisonIP.aspx


2023 Educational Opportunities

Care Coordination
1st Tuesday
hsag.com/cc-quickinars

Emergency Preparedness 
3rd Wednesday

hsag.com/epp-series

Health Equity 
2nd & 4th Thursdays
hsag.com/health-equity-
quickinars

Patient & Family 
Engagement

1st & 3rd Thursdays
hsag.com/pfe-quickinars

8

http://www.hsag.com/health-equity-quickinars
http://www.hsag.com/pfe-quickinars


Poll: Which of the following viral outbreaks 
has your facility experienced since November 
2022? (select all that apply.)

A. COVID-19 outbreak 
B. Flu outbreak
C. Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) outbreak
D. None of the above
E. Not applicable
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CDPH AFL Updates
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CDPH 2023
New All 
Facilities 
Letters 
(AFLs)

 

10 out of 12 
new AFLs

impact SNFs 
https://www.cdph.ca.g
ov/Programs/CHCQ/LC
P/Pages/LNCAFL23.aspx
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https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/LCP/Pages/LNCAFL23.aspx


AFL 23-09: COVID-19 Outbreak Investigation 
and Reporting Thresholds (1/18/23)

• Supersedes AFL 20-75.1 which was last updated 7/22/21
• Reminds all licensed health facilities of requirements to report 

outbreaks and unusual infectious disease occurrences.
• Threshold for Additional Investigation by Facility

– ≥1 suspect, probable or confirmed COVID-19 case in a resident or HCP;
– ≥3 cases of acute illness compatible with COVID-19 in residents with onset within a 72-hour period;
– ≥1 suspect, probable or confirmed COVID-19 case in HCP

• Threshold for Reporting to Local Public Health
– ≥1 probable or confirmed COVID-19 case in a resident or HCP;
– ≥3 cases of acute illness compatible with COVID-19 in residents with onset within a 72-hour period;
– ≥1 probable or confirmed COVID-19 case in HCP

• Outbreak Definition
– ≥1 facility-acquired[5] COVID-19 case in a resident;
– ≥3 suspect, probable or confirmed COVID-19 cases in HCP with epi-linkage and no other more likely 

sources of exposure for at least 2 of the cases

12https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/LCP/Pages/AFL-23-09.aspx

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/LCP/Pages/AFL-23-09.aspx


AFL 23-10: Recommendations for Prevention and 
Control of Influenza in SNFs for the 2022–2023 
Season during the COVID-19 Pandemic (1/18/23)
• Facilities should review the updated "Recommendations for the 

Prevention and Control of Influenza in California SNFs during the 
COVID-19 Pandemic" to ensure readiness for the influenza season.

• SNFs must optimize all effective influenza prevention and outbreak 
control interventions, including influenza vaccination of SNF 
residents and HCP, and prompt initiation of antiviral therapy and 
chemoprophylaxis when influenza is identified.

• For FY2023, reporting of SNF HCP influenza vaccination rates will be 
required and used to calculate payments via the CMS SNF Quality 
Reporting Program (QRP). 

13https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/LCP/Pages/AFL-23-10.aspx

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/HAI/CDPH%20Document%20Library/RecsForPreventionControl_Flu_inCA_SNFsDuringCOVID.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/fy2023-snf-qrp-faqs.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/LCP/Pages/AFL-23-10.aspx


AFL 23-12: COVID-19 Recommendations for PPE, 
Resident Placement/Movement, and Staffing (1/24/23)
• Supersedes AFL 20-74.1
• SNFs may move away from use of color-designated “zones”
• COVID-19 residents must be isolated in dedicated isolation area. 
• Symptomatic residents and exposed residents should generally 

remain in their current room while undergoing testing AFL 22-13.1.
– Exposed residents should wear source control while outside their rooms but 

do not need to be quarantined or cared for by HCP using full PPE.

• Dedicated HCP with separate break rooms and restrooms are no 
longer required for residents with confirmed COVID-19 or residents 
with COVID-19 exposures.
– However, HCP must understand the need to change gloves and gowns and 

perform hand hygiene between all residents, regardless of known COVID-19 
or other infectious disease status.

14https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/LCP/Pages/AFL-23-12.aspx

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/LCP/Pages/AFL-22-13.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/LCP/Pages/AFL-23-12.aspx


AFL 23-12 Attachment: COVID-19 PPE, 
Resident Placement/Movement, and Staffing 
Considerations by Resident Category

15https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/LCP/CDPH%20Document%20Library/AFL-23-12-Attachment-01.pdf

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/LCP/CDPH%20Document%20Library/AFL-23-12-Attachment-01.pdf


AFL 23-12 Attachment (cont.)

16https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/LCP/CDPH%20Document%20Library/AFL-23-12-Attachment-01.pdf

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/LCP/CDPH%20Document%20Library/AFL-23-12-Attachment-01.pdf


NHSN Updates
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HSAG NHSN Website
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www.hsag.com/nhsn-help 

New Resources!
• Overview of National Health Safety Network (NHSN) Reporting 

Requirements for Long Term Care Facilities (LTCFs)
• Frequently Asked Questions Regarding NHSN Access Issues

These resources should be incorporated in 
your infection control training program.



New Bivalent Booster Resource!

19 www.hsag.com/contentassets/0576e2f4ad5a42f585d5e87559ded5b1/bivalentbenefits-poster3-508.pdf



California Immunization Registry (CAIR2)

• CAIR2 is a secure, confidential, statewide computerized 
immunization information system for California residents. 

• SNFs can register with CAIR2 to record vaccine doses administered 
and get access to immunization records.

• Visit the immunization registry website to request an account:
– CAIR2: Serves 49 California counties https://cairweb.org/enroll-now/
– San Diego Regional Immunization Registry (SDIR): 

http://www.sdiz.org/cair-sdir/enrollment.html
– Healthy Futures: Serves the San Joaquin Region, including Alpine, Amador, 

Calaveras, Mariposa, Merced, San Joaquin, Stanislaus, and Tuolumne 
counties http://www.myhealthyfutures.org/

• Contact your Local CAIR Representative (LCR) for assistance.
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https://cairweb.org/enroll-now/
http://www.sdiz.org/cair-sdir/enrollment.html
http://www.myhealthyfutures.org/
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CAIR/Pages/CAIR-users-LCR.aspx


Questions?

21



CMS Disclaimer

This material was prepared by Health Services Advisory Group (HSAG), a Quality Innovation Network-Quality 
Improvement Organization (QIN-QIO) under contract with the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), an 

agency of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). Views expressed in this material do not necessarily 
reflect the official views or policy of CMS or HHS, and any reference to a specific product or entity herein does not 

constitute endorsement of that product or entity by CMS or HHS. Publication No. CA-12SOW-XC-01252023-02
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