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I Pfizer Infant / Toddler Bivalent Booster Update (%

The FDA authorized and the CDC recommends that children ages 6 months — 4 years who previously
completed a third dose Monovalent Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine primary series can receive one Bivalent
Pfizer COVID-19 Booster dose at least 2 months after completion of the monovalent primary series.

Children ages 6 months — 4 years who completed their primary series with two Monovalent Pfizer

COVID-19 vaccines and one Bivalent Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine are not eligible for a booster dose of a
bivalent vaccine at this time.
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https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-authorizes-bivalent-pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine-booster-dose
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html

Updated: Long-Term Care Facility (LTCF)
COVID-19 Vaccine Toolkit

Updated pharmacy links to on-
site vaccine clinic request forms

Updated pharmacy contact
information

Updated pharmacy minimum dose
requirements (Flu & Covid-19)
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Long-Term Care Facility (LTCF)

COVID-19VaccineToolkii

The LTCF COVID-19 Vaccine Toolkit has been developed as a resource to ensure that Long-Term
Care (LTC) residents and staff have continued access to primary series and booster doses of COVID-
19 vaccine. The following are vaccine access options, vaccination resources, and staff and resident
education resources.
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https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/LTCFToolkit.pdf
https://eziz.org/resources-for-longterm-care-facilities/

LTCF 90-Day Initiative Update

« CDC’s 90-day sub-provider initiative for long-term care facilities (LTCFs) ended
on March 15, 2023 (began December 15, 2022)

° When the program began, most Federal Retail Pharmacy Program (FRPP) partners were only
able to order Pfizer SDVs for use by LTCFs that they partnered with through the 90-day

initiative.
° However, on February 23, 2023, SDVs became available to all FRPP partners for
administration at their own facilities.

« Potential impact of program

° In November 2022, approximately 39% of LTCF residents and 9% of LTCF staff had received a
bivalent booster and were up to date with their COVID-19 vaccinations.

o As of March 2023, national up-to-date vaccination rates in LTCFs have risen to 53% for
residents and 12% for staff.

° Note: California had minimal participation in this program, but resident and staff up to date
rates increase through other local programs.
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https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/ltcf-sub-provider-agreement.html__;!!AvL6XA!yqpjFHDXqP_jBLtUCya5-pb5siHnaa24MwQDzdcibVxMlyKJRjzbtHahTgmFT1sP9fIAj8aUSWjBBgdFdXeGzzZd_t_V$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/retail-pharmacy-program/index.html__;!!AvL6XA!yqpjFHDXqP_jBLtUCya5-pb5siHnaa24MwQDzdcibVxMlyKJRjzbtHahTgmFT1sP9fIAj8aUSWjBBgdFdXeGzw8JLfl7$
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/LTCFToolkit.pdf
https://eziz.org/resources-for-longterm-care-facilities/

Dr. Tomas Aragon: Long-Term Care Facilities
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Letter

State of Califomia—Health and Human Services Agency
NS California Department of Public Health
o) CDPH

TOMAS L ARADOH, MD, DvFH
Dok o Staio Pubic Foalh Offoer

March 13, 2023
Dear Drectors of Long-Term Care Facilities [LTCFe) in California,

LTCF residents and stalf continue to be winerable to COVID-1% and other
respiratory linesses. Rates of up-to-date vaccination in adults 65 years of age
and cider, the population with the highest risk for hospitalization o death from
COVID-19, are lower than last winter. To protect owr meost vuinerable population
against new viral variants, we need your help to get residents, staff, and their
families vaccinated now with updated (bivalent) COVID-19 boosters. The safest
facilities have high vaccination rates and eaty access to COVID-19 reatmants
for those residents and staff who do become infected.

T that end, | highly encewage you to:

» Offer COVID-19 boosters on site at your facilities fo increase access.
Medicane-enralled immunizers may bill drectly and receive dinset
reimbursement from the Medicare program for voccinating Medicare LTCF
residents. This means that vaccinators, such as pharmacies or home health
agencies, may be available to help provide onsite vaccinations at LTCFs.

» Provide access to high filtration face masks to residents and staff. Masks
that affer the best it and fillration (e.g., N925s, KN95s, KFP4s), are highly
recommended, and remain a eritical compaonent of our multi-layered
approach for protection against COVID-19 infaction.

» Reach out to your LTCF pharmacy pariner to request vaccination

assistance. For LTCFs without axisting parinars, find a local pharmacy using
the CDPH LTCF COWVID-19 Vaccine Toolkit.

= Use this sample |etter to share onsite or offsite vaccination opportunities with
residents and their families.

* Work closely with your residents” clinical team 1o ensure that updated
[bivalent) COVID-19 boosters are being strongly recommended fo all
residents and that residents have a planin place for COVID-17 traatment, if
neaded.

CDPH Director’s Office, MS 0500 « P.O. Box 997377 » Sacramenio, CA 858909
(016) 558-1700 » (916) 558-1762 FAX

Daparimant Weabsile (www.cdph.ca_gov)

+ Encourage stalf to stay up to date. Staying protected takes a team effort.
Ensuring that all staff are protected not onty helps protect those around
them, but it alsa sends the message to residents and family members that
they should stay up to date too. Consider atking staff to wear stickers [POF)
af buttans to shaw their support for COVID-19 vaceination.

Educate residents and their families about the importance of the updated
[Bivalent) COVID-19 boostars. You may choose to display this poster in the
lobby. cafeteria, hallways, or other commeon areas. This poaster is also
available in Spanish and other longuoges. Additional resources ane also
available.

Maonitor current COVID-19 frends in your community, 5o you can alert
families and residents about the curent impact COVID-1% & having on your
eammuniby.

* Make it easy to get freatments when residents or staff become il Follow
bast practices for skiled nursing or other long-term care faciities. Make sure
that redidents, farmilies, and staff have acces to information about
traatmants by posting the COVID-19 Traatmants Questions and Angwers
when there are any active cases. Long-term care facilities and skilled
nursing facilities should communicate with long term care pharmacies to
ensure COVID-192 anfiviral therapeutics are readily available.

The updated [bivalent] COVID-19 vaccine booster is available for everyana &
months of age and older. Residents, staff, and their family members can get the
uvpdated (bivalent) COVID-19 booster af least two months after completing the
prirmary safies or after receiving any prior manovalant COVID-19 booster. Most
adults are eligible for the updated [bivalent] COVID-1% booster now.

Thank you in advance for your partnarship and assistance in helping protect
your vulnerable residents against COVID-19.

With you in health,
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Tarmds ). Aragdn, MD, DrPH
Director & State Public Health Officer
California Department of Public Health



https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/Immunization/LTCFletter.pdf
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