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All Facilities Letter (AFL) Summary

e This AFL provides recommendations from the California Department of Public Health (CDPH) for SNFs developing COVID-19 Mitigation Plans.
This includes recommendations for baseline, screening, and response-driven testing of SNF residents and HCP to prevent spread of infection in
the facility.

e This revision updates and clarifies testing guidelines to align with the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) interim final rule on
facility and resident COVID-19 testing and terminology from new Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) testing guidance, and
includes the use of point of care (POC) antigen test instruments.




Baseline, Symptomatic, Screening and Response COVID-19 Testing of SNF Residents and HCP
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Point-of-Care (POC) Antigen Tests for
Symptomatic, Screening and Response COVID-19 Testing of SNF Residents and HCP

* Symptomatic testing: POC antigen tests are most reliable when used on
symptomatic individuals (SNF residents or HCP) in settings with high rates of
transmission to quickly identify and isolate contagious individuals.

* Screening testing: POC antigen tests may be used for serial testing of
asymptomatic individuals (e.g., SNF HCP) tested on a regular schedule (a minimum
of weekly; SNF in counties with > 10% test positivity rate must test twice weekly
per CMS).

* Response testing: POC antigen tests may be used for serial testing of
asymptomatic individuals (residents and HCP) tested repeatedly during an
outbreak when turnaround time for RT-PCR results is prolonged, e.g., >72 hours.

The need for confirmatory RT-PCR testing depends on the testing scenario (symptomatic,
screening, or response) and antigen test result (positive or negative).



Point of Care (POC) Antigen Tests for Symptomatic, Screening and Response COVID-19 Testing of SNF Residents and HCP
Considerations for Confirmatory RT-PCR Testing

Screening Response
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HCP or residents HCP HCP and residents

Positive Antigen Test Negative Antigen
Positive Antigen Negative Antigen Result Test Result Positive Antigen Negative Antigen
Test Result Test Result Test Result Test Result
Confirmatory testing No confirmatory
No confirmatory  Immediately obtain optional; manage as testing needed, as No confirmatory  Obtain confirmatory
testing needed; confirmatory confirmed COVID-19 long as individual testing needed,; testing; manage as
manage as testing; manage as positive and consider will continue to be manage as confirmed COVID-19 exposed
confirmed COVID- suspected COVID-19 confirmatory testing for tested regularly COVID-19 positive pending results
19 positive pending results HCP in SNF in areas

with low transmission
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