
California Department of 
Public Health (CDPH) 

Infection Prevention Webinar

Wednesday, September 25, 2024



Agenda

• Welcome and Announcements

• Immunization Branch Updates

• NHSN and Vaccine Clinic Updates

• Therapeutic Treatment Updates

• Testing Updates

• HAI Updates

• Q&A
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NHSN= National Healthcare Safety Network 
HAI = healthcare-associated infection



Upcoming Calls

• HSAG—Tuesday, 11:30 a.m., NHSN & HAI Updates & Office Hours:
- 3rd Tuesday of each month—October 15
- Register: https://bit.ly/NHSNandHAIOfficeHoursASO2024

• CDPH—Wednesday, 3 p.m., SNF Infection Prevention (IP) Webinars
– Register: hsag.com/cdph-ip-webinars
– Recordings, notes, and slides are posted at registration site
– Next webinar: November 13

• CALTCM/HSAG Vaccine Office Hours with the Experts
• Thursdays at Noon: October 10 and 24
• https://www.caltcm.org/vaccine-office-hours-with-the-experts

3
SNF = skilled nursing facility
CALTCM = California Association of Long Term Care Medicine

https://bit.ly/NHSNandHAIOfficeHoursASO2024
https://www.caltcm.org/vaccine-office-hours-with-the-experts


NHSN Updates



NHSN COVID-19 Up-to-Date Definition
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Until September 29: Starting September 30:

https://www.hsag.com/contentassets/2af7b457af914b74a339af46104
7df40/covid-amiuptodate-508.pdf 

https://www.hsag.com/contentassets/2af7b457af914b74a339af461047df40/covid-amiuptodate-508.pdf
https://www.hsag.com/contentassets/2af7b457af914b74a339af461047df40/covid-amiuptodate-508.pdf


Simplification of 
Long-Term Care (LTC) Reporting 

Beginning Sept. 30, 2024
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Current COVID-19 Reporting until 9/29/24
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1. Weekly Vaccine Reporting 2. Weekly Pathway Reporting



Respiratory Pathogens and Vaccination (RPV) 
Summary Form Beginning 9/30/24
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Weekly RPV Summary Form: Residents 
Beginning 9/30/24
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Weekly COVID-19 Vaccination: Healthcare 
Personnel (HCP) Form
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Upcoming NHSN Training Opportunities

CDC NHSN LTCF Respiratory Pathogens Module: 
Updates to Resident Data Collection Form and Up 
to Date Definition for Weekly COVID-19 
Vaccination Data Reporting of HCP and Residents
• October 1, 2024, 10 a.m. PT (Webinar Replay)

– Register in advance for this webinar: 
https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_
QU63La9WRb2D1OqZmimYtA

• October 9, 2024, 10 a.m. PT (Webinar Replay)
– Register in advance for this webinar:

https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_
Ed-FwIvxSYCawvm5qGxL_Q
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CDC NHSN Person-Level Vaccination 
Forms: Quarter 4 2024 Updates for Long-
Term Care Facilities
• October 2, 2024, 10 a.m. PT (Initial Webinar)

– Register in advance for this webinar: 
https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/regist
er/WN_0WN7oGo7T1W55nycjDwx1Q

• October 16, 2024, 10 a.m. PT (Webinar 
Replay)
– Register in advance for this webinar:

https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/regist
er/WN_zDL7rE6gSb2ESacv2bxvYA

HSAG NHSN and HAI Nursing Home Office hours 
• Tuesday, October 15, 2024, 11:30 a.m. PT

– Register in advance for this webinar: https://bit.ly/NHSNandHAIOfficeHoursASO2024
– Submit Questions or Request NHSN Assistance: www.hsag.com/nhsn-help

CDC = Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_QU63La9WRb2D1OqZmimYtA
https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_QU63La9WRb2D1OqZmimYtA
https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_Ed-FwIvxSYCawvm5qGxL_Q
https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_Ed-FwIvxSYCawvm5qGxL_Q
https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_0WN7oGo7T1W55nycjDwx1Q
https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_0WN7oGo7T1W55nycjDwx1Q
https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_zDL7rE6gSb2ESacv2bxvYA
https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_zDL7rE6gSb2ESacv2bxvYA
https://bit.ly/NHSNandHAIOfficeHoursASO2024
http://www.hsag.com/nhsn-help


HSAG Vaccine Ambassador 
Program Updates



HSAG Is Committed to Improving Vaccination 
Rates in California
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HSAG efforts:
• Targeted, data-driven outreach
• On-site and virtual education
• Coordination of on-site 

vaccine clinics with pharmacy 
partners
– Clinic assistance is officially at capacity 

and HSAG is no longer accepting new 
requests for assistance. 

– Clinic assistance requests made 
through 9/24 will be processed and 
scheduled.



Vaccine Assistance Provided
No Vaccine Assistance Requested

California Vaccine Assistance Progress

• HSAG’s Vaccine Ambassador 
Program has assisted 918 
(79%) of California SNFs with 
vaccine education and/or clinic 
coordination to date. 

• 650 (56.0%) SNFs are currently 
scheduled for a fall 2024 
vaccine clinic.
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79%



Vaccination Rate Improvement Is Possible! 

HSAG Vaccine Ambassador 
Program achievements*

• 408 education sessions
• 1,344 vaccination clinics
• 37,135 vaccinations 

administered
– 25,226 COVID-19 

vaccinations

15 * As of September 2024



Vaccine Office Hours

Vaccine Office Hours With 
the Experts
Every other Thursday. Next Session:  
October 10  •  12 noon–1 p.m. PT

Ask questions to address challenges and concerns in a 
safe, peer-to-peer mentoring environment facilitated by 
physician leadership.
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Learn how to:
- Handle conflicts.
- Manage difficult conversations.
- Address vaccine misinformation.

Register here:

Register at: us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUkf-mtrT8jH9JpAKh_qdYOrzRxla10PHZI#/registration

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUkf-mtrT8jH9JpAKh_qdYOrzRxla10PHZI#/registration


HAI Updates



Q: Do COVID-19 positive residents still need to 
isolate for 10 days?
• Yes, per CDC guidance, residents still need to isolate for 10 days. 
• Residents who test positive and are asymptomatic should be isolated until 

at least 10 days have passed since the date of their first positive test. 
• Residents who test positive and are symptomatic with mild to moderate 

illness and are NOT moderately to severely immunocompromised should 
be isolated until the following conditions are met: 

– At least 10 days have passed since symptoms first appeared; and 
– At least 24 hours have passed since resolution of fever without the use of fever-

reducing medications; and 
– Other symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath) have improved.

• Residents who are with severe to critical illness and who are NOT 
moderately or severely immunocompromised, may require isolation for 
up to 20 days after the onset of symptoms.

• Vaccination and treatment status does not influence duration of isolation. 

18 CDC Infection Control Guidance: SARS-CoV-2 https://www.cdc.gov/covid/hcp/infection-control/index.html  

https://www.cdc.gov/covid/hcp/infection-control/index.html


AFL 21-08.9: Guidance on Quarantine and 
Isolation for HCP Exposed to SARS-CoV-2 and 
Return to Work for HCP with COVID-19

• Quarantine and work restriction are not required for exposed 
asymptomatic HCP. 

• Following an exposure, HCP must be tested immediately (but 
not earlier than 24 hours after the exposure) and, if negative, 
again at 3 days and, if negative again, at 5 days after the 
exposure. To provide an additional layer of safety, exposed HCP 
should wear a fit-tested N95 for source control for 10 days. 
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AFL 21-08.9 https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/LCP/Pages/AFL-21-08.aspx
CDC Interim Guidance for Managing Healthcare Personnel with SARS-CoV-2 Infection or Exposure to SARS-CoV-2: Return to Work 
Criteria for HCP with SARS-CoV-2 Infection

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/LCP/Pages/AFL-21-08.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/covid/hcp/infection-control/guidance-risk-assesment-hcp.html#:%7E:text=At%20least%207%20days%20have,of%20fever%2Dreducing%20medications%2C%20and
https://www.cdc.gov/covid/hcp/infection-control/guidance-risk-assesment-hcp.html#:%7E:text=At%20least%207%20days%20have,of%20fever%2Dreducing%20medications%2C%20and


AFL 21-08.9 (cont.)

• Recognizing that staffing shortages continue to persist, under routine 
staffing conditions, COVID-19 positive HCP may return to work after 5 days 
with proof of a negative antigen, or after 10 days without a negative test 
(and afebrile x 24 hours and symptoms improving). To provide an additional 
layer of safety, these HCP should wear a fit-tested N95 for source control 
through day 10. 

• If there is a critical staffing shortage, no additional testing is required to 
return beyond the initial positive test. Positive asymptomatic HCP, regardless 
of vaccination status, may return to work immediately with a fit-tested N95 
for source control. When returning to work early, use the results of the most 
recent test result to determine work placement. If the most recent test 
result is positive, HCP can only provide direct care to residents with 
confirmed COVID-19. 
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Updated CDPH Recommendations Coming Soon

• CDPH’s Recommendations for Prevention and Control of 
COVID-19, Influenza, and Other Respiratory Viral Infections in 
California Skilled Nursing Facilities is being updated for the 
2024 –2025 winter respiratory virus season and will be posted 
when approved. 

• The link will remain the same when updated for this year. 
• The core infection prevention and control principles are 

unchanged; will include updated links and minor clarifications. 

21 https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/HAI/CDPH%20Document%20Library/CA_RecsPrevControl_RespVirus_SNFs.pdf 

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/HAI/CDPH%20Document%20Library/CA_RecsPrevControl_RespVirus_SNFs.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/HAI/CDPH%20Document%20Library/CA_RecsPrevControl_RespVirus_SNFs.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/HAI/CDPH%20Document%20Library/CA_RecsPrevControl_RespVirus_SNFs.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/HAI/CDPH%20Document%20Library/CA_RecsPrevControl_RespVirus_SNFs.pdf


Partnership & Stipend Opportunity 
for CNA Training Programs
• 1.5-year partnership & stipend supporting HCP learning
• Stipends administered to programs committed to establishing

or enhancing IPC skills labs and curriculum
• Partners receive: 

• $20,000
• Recognition on CDPH HAI Program webpage 
• 1:1 consultations & support from CDPH HAI Program
• Access to IPC training materials & resources 

• Applications accepted from 10/1–11/15: Apply Online
• Learn more at our Informational Webinar on 

10/17, 12 noon–1 p.m. Register
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HCP = Healthcare Personnel
IPC = Infection Prevention and Control

For questions or additional information, email ProjectFirstline@cdph.ca.gov.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/59SLJVJ
https://reg.learningstream.com/reg/event_page.aspx?ek=0076-0013-CA3935C9A21E4DA9B16396FA47DFC0D7
mailto:ProjectFirstline@cdph.ca.gov


Virtual IPC Train-the-Trainer 
Workshops for SNF Educators
• Provides SNF educators an orientation to IPC training 

resources for frontline staff
• Earn 1.0 continuing education credits per workshop
• Register: https://tinyurl.com/TTTWorkshops
• Questions: HAIProgram@cdph.ca.gov  

Register for 
workshops here!

https://tinyurl.com/TTTWorkshops
mailto:HAIProgram@cdph.ca.gov


Questions?
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CMS Disclaimer

This material was prepared by Health Services Advisory Group (HSAG), a Quality Innovation Network-Quality 
Improvement Organization (QIN-QIO) under contract with the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), an 

agency of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). Views expressed in this material do not necessarily 
reflect the official views or policy of CMS or HHS, and any reference to a specific product or entity herein does not 

constitute endorsement of that product or entity by CMS or HHS. Publication No. CA-12SOW-XC-09242024-01
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