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Statewide Wastewater Surveillance Overview for COVID-19, 
Influenza, and RSV

COVID-19 Summary: Wastewater concentrations 
are high in all regions of California and increasing 
in most regions (ABAHO, Greater Sacramento, 
San Joaquin Valley, and Souther California). In 
RANCHO, concentrations are high but currently 
plateaued. 

Influenza A Summary: Concentrations are 
increasing in Greater Sacramento, San 
Joaquin Valley, and RANCHO but have 
recently begun decreasing in ABAHO and 
Southern CA.

Influenza B Summary: Concentrations are low 
but detectable in about 48% of sites 
sampling. The number of sites with Influenza B 
detections is increasing.

RSV Summary: Concentrations are high in all 
regions. Concentrations are continuing to 
increase in Greater Sacramento, San 
Joaquin Valley, and RANCHO, but are 
decreasing in ABAHO and plateauing in 
Southern CA.

California Wastewater Surveillance
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Influenza and COVID-19 test positivity increasing; RSV remains elevated.

COVID-19 test positivity

Source: SARS-CoV-2 ELR 
Reporting

Laboratory Data Source: Sentinel Clinical Laboratories



Therapeutics Utilization in Skilled Nursing Facility Residents in 
California 1/2022-11/2023
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Biphasic nature of COVID-19: viral  inflammatory stage

Important to consider TIMING of infection (2-3 weeks clinical course), 
BIPHASIC NATURE of COVID-19 (Viral and Inflammatory Phase), 

and WIDE SPECTRUM of severity and clinical manifestations

Asymptomatic/mild disease – loss of smell/taste – Long COVID – pneumonia/resp failure – MIS-C/MIS-A – thromboembolic - Death

• Because of bi-phasic nature, therapies must be appropriately tailored to disease phase:
• Anti-viral agents are most effective when used EARLY
• Anti-inflammatory agents are most effective when used LATER
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COVID-19 Risk Continuum (age, immune status, co-morbidity, vax)

CDC-IDSA Clinician Call – 11/12/22
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Age is the most important risk factor for severe disease
• In the United States, 81% of deaths occurred in those > age 65
• Risk of hospitalization/death starts to increase > age 50 

• (18% of deaths in 50-64 yr old group)
• Case Fatality rate by age: 

• ≥85 years 10-27%
• 65-84 years 3-11%
• 55-64 years 1-3%
• <55 years <1%

Kompaniyets L, et al. PrevChronic Dis 2021;8:E66 
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#demographics
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/investigations-discovery/hospitalization-death-by-age.html

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#demographics
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/investigations-discovery/hospitalization-death-by-age.html
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Summary of COVID-19 Preventative Agents and Treatments

9Therapies | COVID-19 Treatment Guidelines (nih.gov)

https://www.covid19treatmentguidelines.nih.gov/therapies/


Sunsetting
U.S. Government COVID-19 Therapeutics Distribution Program
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Projected Timeline
(All subject to change) Action/Event Product

10/2/2023 HHS switched Lagevrio threshold/replenishment to an out-of-cycle (OOC) process. Lagevrio

11/1/2023 Commercial Lagevrio launch by Merck (unique NDC relative to USG-procured supply). 
Lagevrio available for purchase.

Lagevrio

11/1/2023 Commercial Paxlovid launch by Pfizer (NDA-labeled, unique NDC relative to Emergency 
Use Authorization (EUA)-labeled, USG-procured supply. Paxlovid available for purchase.

Paxlovid (standard and renal dose packaging)

11/10/2023, 12:00PM PT Last day for awardees to submit orders for Lagevrio USG product (certain federal 
entities can continue to order USG supply).

Lagevrio

11/27/2023 HHS switch from the Paxlovid threshold/replenishment to an OOC request process. Paxlovid (standard and renal dose packaging)

12/15/2023, 12:00PM PT Last day for awardees to submit orders for Paxlovid USG product (certain federal entities 
can continue to order USG supply.)

Paxlovid (standard and renal dose packaging)

12/15/2023 Ordering pause for Lagevrio for HRSA, DoS, IHS, PC, BOP, ICE, and NIH to determine 
thresholds based on remaining USG inventory.

Lagevrio

11/15/2023 - 12/31/2023 Providers with excess USG-distributed, EUA-labeled Paxlovid are encouraged to return 
product through the Pfizer returns process to facilitate a credit to USG.

Paxlovid (standard and reduced dose packaging)

Sunsetting U.S. Government COVID-19 
Therapeutics Distribution Program

HHS COVID-19 Transition to 
Commercial Distribution FAQs

https://aspr.hhs.gov/COVID-19/Therapeutics/Pages/COVID19-Tx-Transition-Guide.aspx
https://aspr.hhs.gov/COVID-19/Therapeutics/Pages/COVID19-Tx-Transition-Guide.aspx
https://aspr.hhs.gov/COVID-19/Therapeutics/updates/Pages/Commercialization-FAQ-Nov2023.aspx
https://aspr.hhs.gov/COVID-19/Therapeutics/updates/Pages/Commercialization-FAQ-Nov2023.aspx


New California Health Alert

Update on COVID-19 Medications and Transition to Commercial Marketplace

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OPA/Pages/CAHAN/Update-on-COVID-19-Medications-and-Transition-to-Commercial-Marketplace.aspx


Programs for Uninsured and Underinsured Individuals
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Product Programs Description and Additional Information

Lagevrio Patient Assistance 
Program

Merck Programs - Lagevrio (merckhelps.com)
Tel: 800-727-5400

Bulk Replacement 
Program

Tel: 888-727-8180
Website: Merck Programs - Lagevrio (merckhelps.com)

Paxlovid Available Now PAXCESS™ | PAXLOVID™ (nirmatrelvir tablets; ritonavir tablets)

Co-Pay Savings 
Program

Co-Pay Savings Program will be available for eligible

Paxlovid Available Now PAXCESS™ | PAXLOVID™ (nirmatrelvir tablets; ritonavir tablets)

Patient Assistance 
Program using USG 
supply

Website:PAXCESS™ | PAXLOVID™ (nirmatrelvir tablets; ritonavir tablets)

Tel: 1-877-219-7225 (1-877-C19-PACK)

Through December 31, 2024: Anyone uninsured or covered by federal programs, such as Medicare or Medicaid, can receive 
USG-procured, NDA-labeled Paxlovid at no cost through the USG PAP operated by Pfizer. Through this program, participating 
PAP dispensing sites will be reimbursed for any product dispensed, along with a dispensing fee. For retail pharmacies that 
would like to learn more about participating in the U.S. Government PAP, please contact the program vendor 
at PharmacyNetworkContract102101@assistrx.com.

Starting January 1, 2025: Eligible uninsured and underinsured patients can receive USG procured, NDA-labeled Paxlovid at no 
cost. Through this program, participating PAP dispensing sites will be reimbursed for any product dispensed, along with a 
dispensing fee.

https://www.merckhelps.com/LAGEVRIO
tel:800-727-5400
tel:888-727-8180
https://www.merckhelps.com/LAGEVRIO
https://www.paxlovid.com/paxcess
https://www.paxlovid.com/paxcess
https://www.paxlovid.com/paxcess
tel:1-877-219-7225
mailto:PharmacyNetworkContract102101@assistrx.com
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Paxlovid added to 
Medi-Cal Rx 
Contract Drug List

Overview: PAXCESS Patient Assistance Program (PAP)

PAXCESS™ | PAXLOVID™ (nirmatrelvir tablets; ritonavir tablets)

https://www.paxlovid.com/paxcess
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Retail Pharmacy Participating in U.S.G. PAP

PAXCESS™ | PAXLOVID™ (nirmatrelvir 
tablets; ritonavir tablets) PharmacyNetworkContract102101@assistrx.com

https://www.paxlovid.com/paxcess
https://www.paxlovid.com/paxcess
mailto:PharmacyNetworkContract102101@assistrx.com
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Long-term Care Pharmacy Participating in U.S.G. PAP

PAXCESS™ | PAXLOVID™ (nirmatrelvir tablets; ritonavir tablets)

https://www.paxlovid.com/paxcess
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Overnight Ship: Maintaining Access to Product

PAXCESS™ | PAXLOVID™ (nirmatrelvir tablets; ritonavir tablets)

https://www.paxlovid.com/paxcess


COVID-19 Medical Coverage Changes
Following End of Federal Public Health Emergency (PHE)

17COVID-19 Coverage Change Table (ca.gov)

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/COVID-19/Simple-COVID-19-Coverage-Change.pdf?msdynttrid=9_JrnT9pqRVCvUwgptLHJaQQazz-aSE4LOPNpvS9Y_k#search=medical%20coverage%20changes
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Awareness Campaign Resumed!
Radio, social media, and digital media to 
increase public awareness of COVID-19 
treatments resumed on November 13, 
2023.

Running in English and Spanish until
January 15, 2024

Targeted to older than 50 population

CDPH social media video on COVID-19 medications

https://www.facebook.com/CAPublicHealth/videos/938848877466547
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Helpful Messaging Practices
• "COVID-19 Medications" or "COVID-19 Prescription Medications" 

rather than "COVID-19 Treatments"

• Free?: While government-purchased supplies last, the medications are 
free whether or not you have insurance or citizenship status

• Emphasize: Must be started within the first 5 days of symptoms (don't 
wait until symptoms get worse!)

• Remind: Recommended for most adults (and some teens). Many don't 
know that they have eligible factors.

• Clarify: For both vaccinated and unvaccinated



Toolkit: Handouts, Graphics, Videos, Wallet Cards

21COVID-19 Treatments Communication Tools for the Public

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/COVID-19-Treatments-Communication-Tools.aspx
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Toolkit for Providers
Readiness Checklists, Best Practices Toolkits, and More

Toolkits for Care Providers
Email: 

Updated flyer 
for LTCF staff!

COVID-19 Treatments Resources for Healthcare Providers COVIDRxProviders@cdph.ca.gov

https://eziz.org/resources-for-longterm-care-facilities/
mailto:COVIDRxProviders@cdph.ca.gov
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Respiratory Virus Prevention Communications Tools
"6 Tips for Staying Healthy this 
Virus Season" Handout Social Media

Respiratory Virus Prevention Communications Toolkit

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OPA/Pages/Communications-Toolkits/Respiratory-Virus-Prevention.aspx


Webinar: Respiratory Viruses in Older Californians
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When: Wednesdays, January 10 & 24th, 2024

Time: 12-1PM, PT

To create a profile and register: 

Project ECHO Respiratory Viruses in 
Older Californians Webinar Series

https://iecho.org/home
https://iecho.org/home


COVID-19 Therapeutics Resources 
Type of Support Description

Clinical Guidance

Updated 11.27.23

Questions
For general CDPH Therapeutics questions, please email COVIDRxProviders@cdph.ca.gov
For ordering, program inquiries, signing up new HPOP Accounts: please e-mail CDPHTherapeutics@cdph.ca.gov

LHJ Therapeutics 
SharePoint

Primary source for recorded webinars, slides, datasets and HPOP reporting information. (For access, email 
JEOCuser54@cdph.ca.gov)
 Therapeutic Weekly Email Update files (SharePoint)
 CDPH Therapeutics HPoP Account Verification & Reporting information

General Information

Locating Resources
Finding Providers and Test-to-Treat Sites
 COVID-19 Therapeutics Locator (arcgis.com)
 Test-to-Treat (hhs.gov)

CDPH COVID-19 Treatments Webpage (provides general information for healthcare providers, allocations, 
distribution and ordering, drug facts sheets, and additional resources)

CDPH COVID-19 Treatments Job Aid (questions and answers for the public on COVID-19 therapeutics)
COVID-19 Therapeutics Best Practices Checklist (testing, prescribing, dispensing, and more)
Frequently Asked Questions document for clinics, providers, and pharmacists

For general Therapeutics questions, please email: COVIDRxProviders@cdph.ca.gov
COVID-19 Treatment Warmline for SNF and LTCF staff: 1.866.268.4322 M-F 8am-5pm
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mailto:COVIDRxProviders@cdph.ca.gov
mailto:CDPHTherapeutics@cdph.ca.gov
https://cdph.sharepoint.com/sites/covid-19response/LHJ/Monoclonal%20Antobody/Forms/AllItems.aspx?noAuthRedirect=1
https://cdph.sharepoint.com/sites/covid-19response/LHJ/Monoclonal%20Antobody/Forms/AllItems.aspx?noAuthRedirect=1
mailto:JEOCuser54@cdph.ca.gov
https://cdph.sharepoint.com/sites/covid-19response/LHJ/Monoclonal%20Antobody/Forms/AllItems.aspx?noAuthRedirect=1&id=%2Fsites%2Fcovid%2D19response%2FLHJ%2FMonoclonal%20Antobody%2F1%2E%20Therapeutics%20UPDATES%2C%20Reports%20%26%20Information%2FTherapeutics%20Update%20Newsletter&viewid=91f5767f%2D3a50%2D43bd%2Da3bb%2D3fac3550a51e
https://cdph.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/covid-19response/LHJ/Monoclonal%20Antobody/1.%20Therapeutics%20UPDATES,%20Reports%20%26%20Information/Therapeutics%20Job%20Aids/CDPH%20Therapeutics%20HPoP%20Account%20Verification%20%26%20Reporting.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=HeBGCf
https://covid-19-therapeutics-locator-dhhs.hub.arcgis.com/
https://aspr.hhs.gov/TestToTreat/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Treatments.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OPA/CDPH%20Document%20Library/Toolkits/c19-treat/COVID-19-Treatments_Flyer.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/COVID-19/TestToTreat-BestPractices.pdf
https://www.phcdocs.org/Portals/0/COVID-19%20Test%20to%20Treat%20FAQs%202-1-23.pdf
mailto:COVIDRxProviders@cdph.ca.gov


COVID-19 Therapeutics Provider Warmline
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The California COVID-19 Therapeutics Provider Warmline is available for healthcare 
professionals in California-based long-term care and skilled nursing facilities until June 
30, 2024!

The National Clinician Consultation Center offers free and confidential consultation on 
COVID-19 testing and treatment. Healthcare professionals in California working in a long-
term care or skilled nursing facility of any experience level can speak with our clinician or 
pharmacist. 

No Protected Health Information (PHI) will be collected -- only basic provider contact and 
facility information.

Call 1-866-268-4322 (1-866-COVID-CA) or submit an online request form. Hours: 
Monday through Friday, 9AM – 5PM. All voicemail messages will be returned on the next 
business day.

Online Request Form

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeKk_AJms3k1Yn1n1DFFhnQOBfVvSaNgIbalB6v3QeaVCkJYA/viewform__;!!AvL6XA!zrHmHCnt8sOJsmlCJI-hvq7kHK7nFo3dG4pTYva0R-ffvbPBhiTb9Z3-1QqziwVVTUL2OzFS62bnK3IuMPtvtot8CoSiAy2GZGWmKQ$
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeKk_AJms3k1Yn1n1DFFhnQOBfVvSaNgIbalB6v3QeaVCkJYA/viewform


Any Questions?
Thank you and Happy Holidays!


	COVID-19 & Respiratory Virus �Public Health Updates Winter 2023
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Biphasic nature of COVID-19: viral  inflammatory stage
	COVID-19 Risk Continuum (age, immune status, co-morbidity, vax)
	Age is the most important risk factor for severe disease
	Age is the most important risk factor for severe disease
	Summary of COVID-19 Preventative Agents and Treatments
	Sunsetting�U.S. Government COVID-19 Therapeutics Distribution Program
	New California Health Alert
	Programs for Uninsured and Underinsured Individuals
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	COVID-19 Medical Coverage Changes�Following End of Federal Public Health Emergency (PHE)
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Webinar: Respiratory Viruses in Older Californians
	COVID-19 Therapeutics Resources 
	COVID-19 Therapeutics Provider Warmline
	Slide Number 27



