
COVID-19 Vaccines: primary series  
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Pfizer- BioNTech

Authorized for those 12 
years and older

FDA Approved for those 16 
years and older

Consists of two doses given 
21 days apart

Moderna

Authorized for those 
18 years and older

Consists of two doses 
given 28 days apart

Johnson & Johnson
by Janssen

Authorized for those
18 years and older

Consists of one dose 

*Current definition of fully vaccinated is based on having completed primary series



Booster dose recommendations: 
Pfizer and Moderna
Booster dose of Pfizer or Moderna vaccine is recommended if you:
• Received a Pfizer or Moderna primary series at least six months ago and are in the 

following groups:
• Those who should receive a booster dose of Pfizer or Moderna:

• Age 65 years and older or
• Age 18 years and older residing in a long-term care settings or
• Age 50-64 years with underlying medical conditions or at increased risk due to social inequity.

• Those who may receive a booster dose:
• Age 18-49 years with underlying medical conditions or at increased risk due to social inequity, 

or
• At increased risk for SARS-CoV-2 exposure and transmission because of occupational or 

institutional high-risk settings 
• includes first responders (e.g., healthcare workers, firefighters, police, congregate care staff)
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CDC Interim Clinical Considerations for COVID-19 Vaccines
CDPH Guidance for Booster Eligibility

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/booster-shot.html#long-term-care
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/health-equity/race-ethnicity.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/booster-shot.html#HighRisk
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/IMM-1398.pdf


Considerations for people in the “May” 
Category

Benefits of a COVID-19 booster dose: 
• May reduce risk of SARS-CoV-2 infection 
• May reduce risk of severe COVID-19 disease and post-COVID 

symptoms
• May reduce transmission of SARS-CoV-2 to others

Things to consider when deciding whether to get a booster:
• Risk of exposure to SARS-CoV-2
• Risk for severe infection related to underlying conditions
• Potential impact of SARS-CoV-2 infection
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Booster dose recommendations: 
Janssen (Johnson & Johnson)
Booster dose of Janssen (Johnson & Johnson) vaccine is 
recommended if you:

• Received a Janssen (Johnson & Johnson) primary dose at least two months ago
and

• Age 18 years and older
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COVID-19 Vaccines: booster doses
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Pfizer- BioNTech

FDA-Authorized and 
CDC-recommended for  

those >18 years 
in select 

high-risk groups

6 months after primary 
series

Moderna

FDA-Authorized and 
CDC-recommended for  

those >18 years 
in select 

high-risk groups

6 months after primary 
series

*booster is half-dose

Johnson & Johnson

FDA-Authorized and 
CDC-recommended for  

those >18 years 

2 months after primary 
series



Choosing Booster Vaccine
• Eligible individuals may choose which vaccine they receive 

as a booster dose
• Consider risks and benefits of each product
• Discuss with healthcare provider

• Homologous boosting: using same product as primary series
• Increases the immune response against SARS-CoV-2 
• Acceptable safety profile for all COVID-19 vaccine boosters (Pfizer, 

Moderna [half dose] or Janssen)
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Heterologous (Mix and Match) 
Heterologous (Mix-and-Match) Boosting
Using a different vaccine for a booster dose than what was 
used for a patient’s primary series.

• All COVID-19 vaccine boosters led to a strong serologic 
response in groups primed by all three vaccines.

• Use of any COVID-19 vaccine will boost immunity!
• Timing of booster is based on primary series.
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CDPH COVID-19 
Vaccine Eligibility 
Chart
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https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/IMM-1396.pdf


COVID-19 Vaccine Product Guide
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https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/IMM-1399.pdf


CDPH Toolkit for LTCF Vaccination 
Resources
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https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/LTCF_Toolkit_10.01.21.pdf

https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/LTCF_Toolkit_10.01.21.pdf


COVID-19 vaccine resources
• CDC Interim Clinical Considerations for COVID-19 

Vaccines
• CDPH Guidance for Booster Eligibility
• CDPH COVID-19 Vaccine Eligibility Chart (eziz.org)
• CDPH COVID-19 Vaccine Product Guide
• CDPH Long-Term Care Facility (LTCF) COVID-19 Vaccine 

Toolkit
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https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/IMM-1398.pdf
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/IMM-1396.pdf
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/IMM-1399.pdf
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/LTCF_Toolkit_10.01.21.pdf
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