
COVID-19 Vaccine updates



Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine: approved

• Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued Emergency Use 
Authorization (EUA) for use in age > 16 years.

• Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) 
recommends use.

• Western States Scientific Safety Review Workgroup (CA, NV, OR, 
and WA) recommends use.

• mRNA vaccine
• Encodes spike protein of SARS-CoV-2 virus
• Requires 2 doses administered 3 weeks (21 days) apart



Moderna COVID-19 vaccine: under review

• FDA and ACIP meetings planned this week
• mRNA vaccine

• Encodes spike protein of SARS-CoV-2 virus
• Requires 2 doses administered 4 weeks (28 days) apart
*not interchangeable with Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine



Vaccination starting in CA

• Initial COVID-19 vaccination in Phase 1a is being offered to:
1. Healthcare personnel 

and
2. Residents of long-term care facilities (LTCFs)

• LTCFs can plan for COVID-19 vaccination by:
A) Working with local health department or affiliated hospital

or
B) CDC-Pharmacy Partnership Program with CVS and Walgreens

• Signup has closed. 



CDC Pharmacy Partnership for LTCF Program

• CVS and Walgreens to provide on-site vaccination at facilities
• LTCF residents 
• LTCF staff not already vaccinated through local health department and other clinics
• Pharmacies handle end-to-end vaccination

• Coordinate directly with facilities, 3 visits over 2 months
• Manage cold chain, vaccines, and ancillary supplies
• Meet all COVID-19 staff testing and vaccine reporting requirements



Pre-vaccination

• FDA requires Vaccine Fact Sheet for recipients. 
• Informed consent is not required by federal law.

• CVS and Walgreens will use consent forms.

• All persons regardless of prior history of COVID-19 infection are 
recommended for COVID-19 vaccine.

• Testing is not recommended for vaccine decision-making.

• Screening for precautions and contraindications (next slide)



www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-
product/pfizer/clinical-considerations.html

http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/pfizer/clinical-considerations.html


Post-vaccination

https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/ppt/2020/COCA-Call-Slides_12-14-2020.pdf

https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/ppt/2020/COCA-Call-Slides_12-14-2020.pdf


Infection control considerations
-symptoms
-Healthcare personnel (HCP)
-Residents

https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/ppt/2020/COCA-Call-Slides_12-14-2020.pdf
-slides 27-44
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HCP
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Infection control considerations 
for residents
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Residents
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Resources and information

• For facilities who signed up for CDC Pharmacy Partnership for LTCF Program, 
CVS and Walgreens will reach out directly to your facility to coordinate.

CVS
• Website: https://www.omnicare.com/covid-19-vaccine-resource
• Webinar: https://cvsh-tv.qumucloud.com/view/B6DiTH0xfjc#/
• Email: CovidVaccineClinicsLTCF@CVSHealth.com

Walgreens
• Website: https://www.walgreens.com/covidvaccine
• Webinar: https://wba.qumucloud.com/view/oDAT0v8obvH#/
• Email: immunizeltc@walgreens.com

http://chttps/www.omnicare.com/covid-19-vaccine-resource
https://cvsh-tv.qumucloud.com/view/B6DiTH0xfjc#/
mailto:CovidVaccineClinicsLTCF@CVSHealth.com
https://www.walgreens.com/covidvaccine
https://wba.qumucloud.com/view/oDAT0v8obvH#/
mailto:immunizeltc@walgreens.com


COVID Vaccine Long Term Care Facility Resources

• CDC: Importance of COVID-19 Vaccination for Residents of Long-Term Care Facilities
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations/LTCF-residents.html

• CDC: Pharmacy Partnership for Long-Term Care FAQs
www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/long-term-care/pharmacy-partnerships-faqs.html

• CDC: Post Vaccine Considerations for Residents
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/post-vaccine-considerations-residents.html

• CDC: Post Vaccine Considerations for Healthcare Personnel
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/post-vaccine-considerations-healthcare-personnel.html

• CDC: What Every Clinician Should Know about COVID-19 Vaccine Safety and Infection Control
https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/ppt/2020/COCA-Call-Slides_12-14-2020.pdf

• CDC: Use of Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine: Clinical Considerations
www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/downloads/slides-2020-12/slides-12-12/COVID-03-Mbaeyi.pdf
www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/pfizer/clinical-
considerations.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fvaccines%2Fcovid-19%2Finfo-by-
manufacturer%2Fpfizer%2Fclinical-considerations.html
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http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/pfizer/clinical-considerations.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fvaccines%2Fcovid-19%2Finfo-by-manufacturer%2Fpfizer%2Fclinical-considerations.html


Questions?

COVID vaccine call center
• email COVIDCallCenter@cdph.ca.gov

or
• call (833) 502-1245, Monday through Friday from 9 am to 5 pm

mailto:COVIDCallCenter@cdph.ca.gov
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