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Janssen (Johnson & Johnson) COVID-19 Vaccine
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• Single dose adenovirus vector vaccine; vaccine shipment and 
storage at refrigerator temperatures

• FDA Emergency Use Authorization on 2/27/21
• ACIP voted to recommend; CDC Director signed off on 2/28/21
• ACIP meeting 2/28 and 3/1 to review evidence and agree on clinical 

recommendations
• Western States Scientific Review determination shortly!
• CDC COCA call 3/3/21; slides available here

• https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/janssen-
covid-19-vaccine

• https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7009e4.htm?s_cid=mm7009e4_w
• https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/slides-2021-02-28-03-01.html
• https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/ppt/2021/030221_slide.pdf

https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/janssen-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7009e4.htm?s_cid=mm7009e4_w
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/slides-2021-02-28-03-01.html
https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/ppt/2021/030221_slide.pdf


Janssen Vaccine Characteristics

• Single-dose series
• Vaccine shipment and storage (3 months) at 

refrigerator temperatures (2-8 C)*
• Authorized for persons aged ≥18 years
• Intramuscular injection (0.5 ml)
• No diluent required

3



Janssen vaccine is highly effective against severe COVID-19

• 100% vaccine efficacy against deaths due to COVID-19
• 93% vaccine efficacy against hospitalization
• 83.5% vaccine efficacy against severe disease
• 66.3% vaccine efficacy against symptomatic COVID-19
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Janssen vaccine is safe

• Serious adverse events were reported in a similar proportion 
among recipients of vaccine and placebo (0.4% vs 0.4%)

• Local reactions within 7 days occurred in ~50% vaccine 
recipients 

• Pain at the injection site most common 
• Systemic reactions within 7 days occurred in ~55% vaccine 

recipients 
• Headache, fatigue, and myalgia most common 

• Most symptoms resolved after 1-2 days
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https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
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https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/downloads/slides-2021-02/28-03-01/03-
COVID-MacNeil.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/downloads/slides-2021-02/28-03-01/03-COVID-MacNeil.pdf
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Contraindications and Precautions: Updates
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https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/downloads/slides-2021-02/28-03-01/03-
COVID-MacNeil.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/downloads/slides-2021-02/28-03-01/03-COVID-MacNeil.pdf


Summary

• There are now 3 COVID-19 vaccines with FDA Emergency Use 
Authorization, and all have high efficacy against severe 
COVID-19: Pfizer, Moderna, and Janssen

• Janssen 1-dose vaccine is safe and effective 
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