
HSAG Expands Its Work to Help ASCs “Knock Out Infections” 

New Initiative Brand 

Health Services Advisory Group (HSAG), the Medicare Quality Innovation Network–Quality Improvement 
Organization (QIN-QIO) for California, is expanding our work in ambulatory surgery centers (ASCs) to help 
eradicate surgical infections. HSAG is broadening our focus from clean hands and safe injection best 
practices to include a comprehensive approach for surgical infection reduction in ASCs. In keeping with this 
expanded effort, and to more adequately describe our increased scope of work, we are revising our brand 
from the “Clean Hands—Safe Injections Initiative,” to “Knock Out Infections—ASC Infection Prevention 
Initiative.” Look for the new brand and logo in upcoming communications.

Expanded Resources 

Our Online Resource Center has been revised to feature information and tools related to a wide array of 
infection reduction practices including proper hand hygiene and safe injection performance. Visit us today at 
www.hsag.com/asc to learn more about the exciting new content available to download and use; including 
the Physician’s Corner featured in our ‘Tips of the Week’ section, where Howard Pitluk, MD, MPH, 
FACS, Vice President for Medical Affairs & Chief Medical Officer, Health Services Advisory Group, 
provides valuable information to share with your ASC. 

Same Great Partners 
HSAG will continue working with our statewide partners to identify, share, and encourage adoption of 
evidence-based best practices while providing the assistance you need to impact surgical infections.       

Want to Know More? 
For questions and to learn more about our no-cost assistance to help you Knock Out Infections, please 
contact Angela Vassallo, MPH, MS, CIC, FAPIC, HSAG Infection Preventionist, at 480.287.3655 | 
avassallo@hsag.com; or Debra Nixon, PhD, MSHA, BSN, HSAG Corporate Advisor, at 602.801.6706 | 
dnixon@hsag.com. 

This material was prepared by Health Services Advisory Group, the Medicare Quality Improvement Organization for Arizona, California, Florida, Ohio, and the  
U.S. Virgin Islands under contract with the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), an agency of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 

The contents presented do not necessarily reflect CMS policy. Publication No. CA-11SOW-ASC-10052017-01
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